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CHP tried 
to block an 
officer with 
PTSD from 
returning 


mA sergeant with stress 
disorder rejoined the force in 
early 2017, nine years after a 
state doctor cleared her to 
return to duty. 


BY ADAM ASHTON 
aashton@sacbee.com 


The California Highway 
Patrol owes hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to an officer 
it fought to keep off duty for 
nine years because she had 
been diagnosed with post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

The officer, Sgt. Kerri Haw- 
kins, is back on duty, but still 
battling the department. 

The CHP has not moved to 
pay her the back wages in the 
nine months since the State 
Personnel Board affirmed a 
2015 decision that ordered 
the department to reinstate 
her. The board also ordered 
the department to pay Haw- 
kins for the time it spent try- 
ing to block her return to the 
force. 

“There was an order to 
reinstate her with back pay, 
and that has not happened 
yet,” said Carrie Lane, chief 
executive officer of the union 
that represents CHP officers. 
The union represented Haw- 
kins in her effort to return to 
duty. 

The California Highway 
Patrol would not comment on 
Hawkins’ case. It referred to 
her appeal as “pending litiga- 
tion,” and would not say what 
decisions remain outstanding. 

Lane is unaware of a law- 
suit. The department may be 
referring to negotiations over 
how much it owes Hawkins. 

The State Controller’s Of- 
fice, which manages the state 
payroll, reached out to the 
CHP “to expedite payment” 
to Hawkins after The Sacra- 
mento Bee called, state 


SEE CHP STRESS, 10A 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


4TH LAWMAKER 
RESIGNS IN 2017 


Assemblyman Sebastian 
Ridley-Thomas plans to 
step down at the end of 
2017, citing “persistent 
health issues.” 3A 
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UCD SUSPENDS 
CONDUCTOR 


Christian Baldini is put 
on unpaid leave after UC 
Davis officials determine 
he engaged in unwanted 
sexual conduct. 1B 


Trump legal team 
prepares attack on 
Flynn’s credibility 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG 
Washington Post 


resident Donald 
Trump’s legal team 
plans to cast former 
national security ad- 
viser Michael Flynn as a liar 
seeking to protect himself if he 
accuses the president or his 
senior aides of any wrongdoing, 
according to three people fam- 
iliar with the strategy. 
The approach would mark a 
sharp break from Trump’s pre- 
viously sympathetic posture 


toward Flynn, whom he called a 
“wonderful man” when Flynn 
departed the White House in 
February. Earlier this month, 
the president did not rule out a 
possible pardon for Flynn, who 
is cooperating with special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s in- 
vestigation into Russian inter- 
ference in the 2016 election. 
Attorneys for Trump and his 
top advisers have privately ex- 
pressed confidence that Flynn 
does not have any evidence that 
could implicate the president or 
his White House team. But 
since Flynn’s cooperation agree- 


ment with prose- 
cutors was made 
public earlier this 
month, the ad- 
ministration has 
been strategizing 
how to neutralize 
him in case the 
former national 
security adviser 
does make any claims. 

Flynn is the most senior form- 
er Trump adviser known to be 
providing information to Muell- 
er’s team. The lenient terms of 
his plea agreement suggest he 
has promised significant in- 


Michael 
Flynn 


formation to investigators, legal 
experts said. 

Earlier this month, he pleaded 
guilty to one felony count of 
lying to the FBI, a charge that 
carries a maximum sentence of 
five years in prison. Prosecutors 
said they will recommend a 
sentence from zero to six 
months in prison as part of his 
cooperation deal. Flynn’s son, 
who served as his chief of staff, 
also faced the risk of criminal 
charges, according to people 
familiar with the plea negotia- 
tions, but was spared. 

Trump’s legal team has seized 
on Flynn’s agreement with 
prosecutors as fodder for a pos- 
sible defense, if necessary. In 
court filings, the retired lieuten- 
ant general admitted that he 
lied to the FBI about conversa- 
tions he had with the Russian 
ambassador to the United States 
during the December 2016 
transition. 

“He’s said it himself: He’s a 
liar,” said one person helping 


SEE TRUMP DEFENSE, 10A 


WINTER WONDERLAND 


RANDY PENCH rpench@sacbee.com 


As the sun peeks through the high, thin clouds, a skier glides past at Kirkwood Ski Resort on Wednesday. Although there has been no 
recent significant snowfall, conditions at Kirkwood were good for one of the most popular ski times of the year, with a 26-inch base and 
most of its 15 lifts and 86 trails open. The forecast calls for high temperatures in the mid- to high-40s throughout the weekend. 


French chef gives up an honor 
to keep restaurant affordable 


BY ADAM NOSSITER 
New York Times 


MONTCEAU-LES-MINES, FRANCE 

It is like giving up your Nobel, 
rejecting your Oscar, pushing 
back on your Pulitzer: Jérôme 
Brochot, a renowned and re- 
fined chef, decided to turn in 
his Michelin star. 

He is renouncing the uniquely 
French distinction that sep- 
arates his restaurant from thou- 
sands of others, the lifetime 
dream of hundreds. But Bro- 
chot’s decision was not a rash 
one, born of arrogance, ingrat- 


DMITRY KOSTYUKOV NYT 


The highly coveted Michelin star puts a burden on chef Jérôme 
Brochot in Montceau-les-Mines, France. 


itude or spite. Rather, it was for 
a prosaic, but still important, 
reason: He could no longer 
afford it. 

It is a drastic step that says 
everything about the crushing 
reality of “the other France” - 
the provinces where on average 
more than 10 percent of store- 
fronts are vacant, the old jobs 
have gone, and the cafes are 
empty on cold mornings. 

Even in a region famed for its 
culinary traditions, this declin- 
ing old mining town deep in 
lower Burgundy could not sus- 
tain a one-star Michelin restau- 
rant. Brochot, a youthful-look- 
ing 46, had gambled on high- 
end cuisine in a working-class 
town and lost. 

In November, the chef wrote 
to the Guide Michelin, the fat 


SEE MICHELIN STAR, 9A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 


Classified 
Comics 
Horoscopes 


800-284-3233 or sacbee.com/customer-service 


6C : Letters 
1D : Lottery 
5B : Movies 


9A : Obituaries 3B : 

2A : Puzzles 5B, 2D : 

6B : Television 5B i z 
7012499111010113 


